
Time June 7 - Networking Session, University Club 

6:30-9pm 

Short talks and networking 

Dr. Shayan Sharif, Associate Dean Research, Ontario Veterinary College, UofGuelph 

Dr. Rene Van Acker, Dean, Ontario Agricultural College, UofGuelph 

Time June 8 - Conference Sessions, Alexander Hall 

8 - 9am Breakfast and networking 

9-9:30am 

Welcome Remarks 

Dr. Jessica Bowes, AVPR, University of Guelph 

Dr. Rene Van Acker, Dean, OAC, University of Guelph  

9:30-10:10am Keynote Talk: Tony Gaffney, CEO, Vector Institute 

10:10-10:25am Featured Talk: Vidya ShankarNarayan, CIO, AAFC 

10:25-10:40am Coffee Break 

10:40-10:50am 
Workshop Briefing Conference Co-Chairs  

- Dr. Rozita Dara & Dr. Laurens Klerkx 

11am-12pm 

Main Panel: Digital Innovation in Agri-food: An International Perspective 
 

Moderator: 

• Mike McMorris, CEO, LRIC 
 

Panelists: 

• Bob Fay, Managing Director, CIGI   

• Laurens Klerkx, Professor, Wageningen UR/University of Talca  (Chile)  

• Doris Marquardt, Program Officer, EU Commission  

• Chris Albinson, CEO, Communitech  

• John Keogh, Managing Principal, Shantalla, Professor of Practice 

12-1pm 
Lunch Break and Networking (Summerlee Science Complex, Atrium) 

Short Keynote: Deputy Minister, Dr. John Kelly, OMAFRA 

 

 
Concurrent session 1 - Alex 100 Concurrent session 2 - Alex 117 

1-2pm 

 

  

Panel 1: Improving Food Integrity and 

Safety: The Role of Data Driven 

Technologies 

Panel 2: Reflection on Responsible 

Digitalization 

 

Panel 3: Agriculture and food policies 

in the Era of Digitalization 

Panel 4: Transforming the Future of 

Food with Artificial Intelligence 

 

Coffee Break 

Poster  

Session Panel 5: Advancing Technological 

Infrastructure for Convergence 
Economy 

Panel 6: Developing Common Data 

Spaces & Research Data Infrastructure 

 

2-3pm 

 

 

3-3:30pm 

 

3:30-4:30pm 

4:30-5pm Closing Remarks 



 

 Time Slot & 

Location 
Session information Location: Alexander Hall 

 
1-2pm  

 

Alex 100 

Panel 1: Improving Food Integrity and Safety: The Role of Data-Driven 

Technologies 

  

Moderator:  

• Vidya ShankarNarayan, CIO, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada  

Panelists:  

• Todd Cain, CIO, Canadian Food Inspection Agency  

• Corlena Patterson, CEO, PrüvIT  

• B. Pratyusha Chennupati, Product Development, Heliae  

 
1-2pm  

 

Alex 117 

Panel 2: Reflection on Responsible Digitalization  

• Dr. Laurens Klerkx, Professor, University of Talca/Wageningen University 

& Research  

• Dr. Kelly Rijswijk, Researcher, Wageningen University Research  

• Dr. Véronique Bellon-Maurel, INRAE  

 
2-3pm  

 

Alex  100 

Panel 3: Agriculture and food policies in the Era of Digitalization  

 

Moderator:  

• Dr. Mehrdad Hariri, founder and CEO, Canadian Science Policy Centre  

 

Panelists:  

• Dr. Evan Fraser, Director of Arrell Food Institue, University of Guelph 

Steve Duff, Chief Economist, OMAFRA  

• Dr. Silvia Sarapura, Assistant Professor, University of Guelph  

• Dana McCauley, CEO, Canadian Food Innovation Network  

 
2-3pm  

 

Alex 117 

Panel 4: Transforming the Future of Food with Artificial Intelligence  

 

• Dr. Patrick Wspanialy, Director Of Research Development, ecoation  

• Kevin Tuer, CTO, Communitech  

• Elise Legendre, CDO, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 

• Harjeet Bajaj, CEO and President, Savormetrics 

• Dr. Rozita Dara, Associate Professor, University of Guelph 

  

 
3:30-4:30pm  

 

Alex 100 

Panel 5: Advancing Technological Infrastructure for Convergence Economy  

 

Moderator:  

• Dr. Tirtha Dhar, Chair and Associate Professor, University of Guelph  

 

Panelists:  

• Dr. Dan Lussier, Director, EMILI  

• Sylvie Cloutier, President and CEO, CTAQ  

• John G. Keogh, Managing Principal, Shantalla  



 
3:30-4:30pm  

 

Alex 117 

Panel 6: Developing Common Data Spaces & Research Data Infrastructure  

 

Moderator:  

• Dr. Laurette Dubé, Founder and Scientific director of the MCCHE, McGill 

University  

 

Panelists: 

• Fred Wall, Vice President of Marketing and Digital Agriculture, FCC  

• Dr. Michelle Edwards, Director, Agri-food Data Strategy, University of 

Guelph  

• Dr. David Ma, Professor and Director, Guelph Family Health Study; 

SMART Healthy Cities; University of Guelph  

• Sandeep Saxena, Global lead Data Marketplace & Monetization, TCS 

 


